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Merstham Primary School, a proud member of the GLF group 
of schools, is committed to providing a nurturing environment 
where children grow, learn, and fl ourish. 

Located in London, the school embarked on a remarkable 
journey to revitalise their barren playground into a dynamic 
space where children could thrive.

Teaming up with Newby Leisure, approved Playrite partner, 
Merstham Primary School ensured that the playground design 
met the specifi c needs of their early years’ foundation team. 

The result was an inspiring outdoor play area featuring caves, 
streams, a mud kitchen, and sand areas, fostering exploration 
and imaginative play.
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Case Study

To withstand the diverse play elements, Newby Leisure 
recommended Playrite’s Nearlygrass 30, an artifi cial turf 
known for its durability, safety, and versatility. 

This choice allowed children to freely engage in sand, mud, 
and play in inclement weather without the inconvenience of a 
natural grass surface transforming into a muddy quagmire.

Headteacher Gavin Oulton commented, “The children adore 
their new play area, learning through play and having a blast. 
In fact, we now have diffi culty getting them back into the 
classroom as they want to be outside all the time!” 

The acclaim extended beyond the school, as the Mayor of 
Reigate and Banstead, Frank Kelly, offi cially inaugurated the 
playground, braving the snow. The children eagerly invited the 
mayor to return and experience the equipment fi rsthand.

Merstham Primary School’s commitment to providing 
an exceptional learning experience is evident in the 
transformation of their playground. Through imaginative play 
and exploration in this vibrant outdoor setting, students gain 
invaluable skills, forge lifelong memories, all while staying safe 
and clean thanks to the gentle cushioning of Nearlygrass 30 
underfoot.
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